Weerda diverticuloscope: novel use to remove embedded esophageal foreign bodies.
Embedded sharp foreign bodies of the cervical esophagus represent a clinical challenge. Initial attempts at removal are usually undertaken by nonsurgical endoscopists who are often successful with blunt objects. Unsuccessful attempts with sharp objects, however, can result in distal migration, mucosal damage, and frank perforation. Thoracic surgeons are often called on for cervical esophagotomy after endoscopic attempts have failed. This report describes the novel use of a Weerda diverticuloscope for removal of a dental appliance with metallic hooks embedded in the cervical esophagus.